[Pulmonary opacities in the shape of ribbon streamers. Apropos of a case].
The authors report a case of chronic interstitial pneumonia with a very unusual appearance (on plain films and CT); in fact such ribbon-like linear opacities with concentric and pseudo-cavitary disposition have not been previously described. They are comparable but different from the linear opacities described by Carrington in some cases of chronic eosinophilic interstitial pneumonia, which are vertical and peripheral. They are also different from the curvilinear sub-pleural opacities reported in some cases of asbestosis. On the basis of the anatomic findings they discuss the specificity of such radiologic patterns or their sole value as an evolutive state.